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Dear Parents, 
 
As we shared earlier this week, the Shanghai Education Commission has 
communicated that no school campuses in Shanghai will re-open at the end of 
February. Furthermore, they have offered no tentative date for allowing campuses to re-
open or when they would re-evaluate the situation. Therefore, we will be executing 
Distance Learning @ SAS indefinitely into the month of March. 
 
With this in mind, it is important that we share with you decisions regarding Spring 
Break: 
 
SPRING BREAK 
Executing Distance Learning @ SAS demands an exceptional effort on everyone’s part. 
Therefore, it is important that we provide an opportunity for our teachers, students and 
families to rest, re-charge, and for many in our community, return to Shanghai.  
 
We also must keep in mind that when our campuses re-open, our current understanding 
is an expected 14-day self-quarantine will be required for those returning to Shanghai. 
  
In my recent communication, I made clear that we will provide a three-week advance 
notice to our community prior to our campuses re-opening. Therefore, we will address 
Spring Break this way: 

• We will plan to take our Spring Break during the first week of our three-week 
advance notice prior to our campuses re-opening.  

• If the timing of our campuses re-opening is postponed beyond April 20, we will 
simply take Spring Break as it’s originally scheduled, the week of March 30. 

• Please see the table below for specific details.  
 

IF CAMPUS 
RE-OPENS 

SPRING BREAK + RETURN TO 
SHANGHAI 

SERVE EXPECTED 14–DAY 
SELF-QUARANTINE 

March 23 week of March 2 March 9–22 
March 30 week of March 9 March 16–29 
April 6 week of March 16 March 23–April 5 



April 13 week of March 23 March 30–April 12 
April 20 week of March 30 April 6–19 
After April 20  week of March 30 will be Spring Break; 

return to Shanghai will be determined by 
date of campus re-opening 

Faculty + Students must return 
to Shanghai at least 14 days 
prior to the date of campus re-
opening to serve expected 14–
day self-quarantine 

 
This solution allows for three key elements: 

1) An opportunity for a well-deserved pause in distance learning for our community. 
2) An opportunity for many of our families and teachers to return to Shanghai and 

be ready for the expected 14-day self-quarantine prior to re-opening. 
3) And of course, an opportunity to maximize time for our students and faculty to 

engage in learning in person.  
 
We acknowledge that this solution may not be ideal for some in our community who 
have already made plans for Spring Break. However, we believe it is important that we 
provide the most stable context for the reopening of our campuses and the resumption 
of learning on site. 
 
COMMUNICATION PLAN 
Please note that as Distance Learning @ SAS continues, we are committed to providing 
systematic updates on both our Distance Learning @ SAS plan as well as important 
community issues tied to this period of campus closure. To that end, every Tuesday, 
you can expect a Head of School update on significant updates and questions to 
answers that members of our community are asking. Additionally, every Friday, our 
Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Emmanuel Bonin will provide updates on accomplishments 
and enhancements to our Distance Learning @ SAS plan. These updates, and all other 
key school communications shared during this period of campus closure, will be 
accessible on the school’s website beginning next week. Combined with the extensive 
weekly updates provided by our principals, we believe this plan will provide you with a 
holistic view of how SAS is adapting and thriving during this most extraordinary time, on 
both schoolwide and divisional levels. 
 
Should you have any questions you’d like me to address, please share them with me 
via communications@saschina.org.  
 
In the meantime, please know you have my most sincere gratitude for your continued 
patience and support.  
 
Marcel G. Gauthier 
Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 


