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SHAMUN XIX 
A LETTER FROM THE CHAIR AND CRISIS MANAGER 

Dear Delegates, 
I want to give you the warmest welcome to the Chinese Cabinet. I will be serving as your 
chair for this short, yet incredibly exhilarating conference. This year, I am excited to 
inform you SHAMUN XIX will be breaking new ground and introducing a joint-crisis 
committee to debate the issue of the South China Sea. Along with delegates from 
Japanese Cabinet, you will not only be discussing, but adapting and drafting new policy 
so to best tackle an extraordinarily dynamic and delicate issue. 

I hail from Hong Kong, and it is my sixth year doing Model UN at Shanghai American 
School. I study economics and computer science, and I’ve been involved with the 
National English Honor Society as well. 

Joining me as your Crisis Manager is William Xie, a senior who calls Ottawa, Canada 
home. At Shanghai American School, William studies economics and history with a focus 
on 1800s Jacksonian Democracy.  

As members of the Chinese Cabinet, you will be partaking in an important process that 
will ultimately shape the very fate of your nation. It is unfortunate in today’s world that 
cabinet members do not receive the attention and acclaim they deserve – at this year’s 
SHAMUN, however, you have a chance to shine. No matter how big or small a role you 
may seem to think you play, I genuinely hope you will take to heart when I say that every 
voice has the potential to effect unprecedented change.  

To prepare you for this exciting weekend, the crisis team has decided to note several 
important features that define certain subtleties in parliamentary procedure and overall 
debate flow. Our cabinet will be operating as a North American MUN-style crisis 
committee with minor modifications so to better facilitate debate and discussion.  

Please take careful note of the following points:  
• As a delegate in a crisis committee, you will NOT be allowed to bring in a 

resolution to the conference. In fact, no pre-written resolutions will be debated or 
entertained at any SHAMUN XIX crisis committee.  

• Instead of a resolution, please prepare a laminate – a “mini research report” 
containing only facts, statistics, important policies and stances etc. – that should 
be no longer than an A4 page single-spaced in Times New Roman, 12-point font. 

• We will not be strictly adhering to Robert’s Rules of Order; for example, you are 
allowed to use personal pronouns like “I” or “me” during both unmoderated and 
moderated caucuses. 

• Debate will consist of both moderated and unmoderated caucuses. In a 
moderated caucus, delegates wishing to speak simply raise their placard and 
wait to be called on by the chair. A moderated caucus shall be proposed by a 
delegate and he/she shall specify the topic of discussion, duration of discussion, 
and speaking time. An unmoderated caucus allows the suspension of the rules 
and of formal debate. Delegates may leave their seats and freely discuss issues 
and ideas with other delegates.   

• In a SHAMUN XIX crisis committee, we will be entertaining ONLY the following 
points:  

o Point of Order  
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▪ A delegate may propose a point of order to bring attention to a 
fellow delegate’s violation of parliamentary procedure. 

o Point of Personal Privilege  
o Point of Parliamentary Inquiry  

▪ A delegate may propose a point of parliamentary inquiry to clarify 
or inquire about any step of parliamentary procedure.  

o Point of Information 
▪ A delegate may wish to ask a point of information – which can only 

be addressed towards another delegate.  
• The crisis team will distribute information and updates to the crisis arc. These 

updates can take the form of a directive, communiqué, press release, or crisis 
note. More information on this matter will be provided to you at a later date 
(around a week before the conference begins).  

• We will be entertaining amendments and resolutions written by delegates 
and their blocs at the conference. More information on this matter will be 
provided to you at a later date as well.  

• If you have any questions about crisis procedure, feel free to contact William Xie 
at william03p2018@saschina.org; furthermore, please do note there will be a 
presentation about procedure and crisis-related information on the day of the 
SHAMUN conference. It is not expected of you to be familiar with all of the 
above pieces of information.  

I look forward to seeing all of you in November. I have no doubt that our committee will 
see fruitful and insightful debate and discussion.  

Best Regards,  

Abbie Leung 
Chair, Chinese Cabinet 
abbie01px2018@saschina.org 

Wesley Chiu 
Chair, Chinese Cabinet 
wesley01px2017@saschina.org 

William Xie  
Crisis Manager 
william03px2018@saschina.org  

Derek Lee 
Crisis Analyst  
derek01px2018@saschina.org  

Michelle Sun  
Crisis Analyst 
michellessun@yahoo.com  

Forum:   Chinese Cabinet 
Issue:  South China Sea  
Student Officers:  Abbie Leung and Wesley Chiu 
Position:   Co-Chairs 
Crisis Manager:         William Xie  
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Crisis Analyst:           Derek Lee and Michelle Sun  

 
Introduction 

The South China Sea crisis relates to the territorial disputes over the islands that 
reside in the South China Sea. These territorial disputes primarily reflect China PRC’s 
relationships with the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, Taiwan, and furthermore 
pertains to international relations with Japan, the United States, and the European 
Union. China claims authority over the region encapsulated by the nine-dash lines, 
which is an ambiguous boundary set by China mostly over Scarborough Shoal, Paracel 
Islands, Spratly Islands, as well as Macclesfield Bank, and the Pratas Islands, of which 
are virtually the entirety of the South China Sea. However, many other South East Asian 
countries have also lain claims to these islands, thus creating overlaps. Not only does 
China claim sovereignty, they also hold strong resistance toward handling the disputes 
that have arisen as a result of the nine-dash lines, which have contributed to the rising 
stakes of the crisis and the intensity of the disputes.  
 Each country is granted an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) under the United 
Nations Convention of the Laws of the Sea (UNCLOS), which grants them special rights 
to marine resources and energy exploration or production. The countries in question all 
have economic interests within the South China Sea that override the diplomatic 
relations expected between them. Thus, much of the issue relates to the disputes over 
natural resources, fishing, trade, and military. 
 China’s claims of autonomy over the South China Sea has sparked international 
criticism and backlash from countries such as United States, Japan, and France. Japan 
has recently begun building influence within the South China Sea in order to halter 
China’s expansion, as well as for their own military and economic benefit. The 
Association of South East Nations (ASEAN) will play a vital role in mitigating crises and 
issues regarding the South China Sea.  

Definition of Key Terms 

South China Sea 

A marginal sea that is in the Pacific Ocean, encompassing an ara of around 3.5 
million square kilometers. Nations located around this sea include: China, Vietnam, 
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the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, and other countries. The sea carries 
immense importance, considering a third of global shipping passes through it, 
carrying 3 trillion USD in trade annually. It also contains crucial fisheries for food 
security in Southeast Asia, as well as large oil and gas reserves. 

Nine-dash Line 

A dashed line drawn on a 1940’s map that represents China’s territorial claims in the 
South China Sea. At times, it has also been referred to as the 10-dash and 11-dash 
line. The area loops around a point approximately 1800km south of Hainan Island, 
China’s southern most province.  

Paracel Islands 
A group of around 130 islands, reefs, banks, and other maritime features in the 
South China Sea, that is controlled by the People’s Republic of China, and also 
claimed by Taiwan (Republic of China) and Vietnam. The archipelago is 
approximately equidistant from the coastlines of China and Vietnam. The French 
colonial government of Vietnam set up a weather station on an island in the Paracel 
Islands in the 1930s, Taiwanese forces landed on Woody Island, another island, in 
1946 then abandoned it 4 years later. In 1974, the Battle of the Parcel Islands led to 
China expelling the Vietnamese from the Parcel Islands.  

Spratly Islands 

A disputed group of islands, islets, cays, and more than 100 reefs in the South 
China Sea. It lies off the coasts of the Philippines, Malaysia, and southern Vietnam. 
Approximately 45 islands, cays, reefs, and shoals are occupied and contain military 
structures and forces from Malaysia, Taiwan, China, the Philippines, and Vietnam. 
Brunei has also claimed an exclusive economic zone in the southeastern part of the 
Spratleys. Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ): An area of up to 200 nautical miles 
around a state’s territory in which the state has the sole right to exploit resources, 
but must allow the innocent passage of foreign vessels.  

Innocent Passage 
A measure codified in the United Nations Law of the Sea (UNLOS) which allows 
vessels to pass through territorial waters and EEZs so long as they do not violate 
the peace and security of the area. This includes all shipping and certain military 
vessels. 

Island 
A naturally formed landmass that can sustain human habitation and economic 
activity. Islands are given both EEZs and territorial seas. Uninhabitable islands, 
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known as rocks, are given territorial seas but not EEZs. 
Territorial Sea 

A 12 nautical mile area extending from a state’s coast. A state owns any land and 
resources, discovered or not, within the area. The measurement is taken at the low 
water mark of the coastline. 

Exclusive Economic Zone 
An area of coastal waters 200 nautical miles from shore, as prescribed by the 
UNCLOS. It refers to the rights that a country has regarding maritime exploration 
and use of marine resources. In the EEZ, a country has soverign rights, jurisdiction 
regarding the establishment and use of artificlal islands and related infrastructure, 
and the protection of the marine environment.  

Background Information 

 !  

Nine-Dash Line 

The Nine-Dash Line was first established in the 1947 published by the government of 
the Republic of China with eleven dashes. Two of the dashes were removed in 1949 
when the Chinese Communist Party gave the Gulf of Tonkin to Vietnam. Because China 
rarely asserted the nine-dash line publicly, it remained to be an ambiguous claim and 
relatively unknown, thus uncontroversial, until 2009. In 2009, China submitted a map to 
the UN that contained the nine-dash boundary to retaliate against Vietnam’s claim on a 
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continental shelf, and to furthermore claim sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly 
islands. This was met with backlash from the Philippines, Vietnam, and Indonesia, who 
claimed that this was invalid under the UNCLOS’s EEZ system, as China’s self-assigned 
boundaries overlapped with several EEZs. In late 2012, China issued new passports that 
also contained the nine-dash line boundary, drawing more international criticism. In the 
face of backlack, China nonetheless remains adamant in the boundary’s legitimacy 
based on historical expeditions, fishing activities, and naval patrols– many of which 
cannot be verified. The ambiguity of the nine-dash line lies in the fact that China has 
never clearly defined if scope of its sovereignty was the entire boundary, or just the 
territorial sea around the islands inside the boundary. This vagueness allows China to 
use the boundary to its benefit, and is furthermore difficult to legally challenge.  

In 2013, the Philippines sought international arbitration to debunk China’s claims of 
sovereignty in the South China Sea is illegal and invalid. China declared that it would not 
participate in the arbitration. Nevertheless, the tribunal ruling carried on for three years 
before ruling in favor in the Philippines. They thus found that China has no historical 
claims to the regions of the South China Sea. China rejected this ruling.  

Oil 

The foremost conflict is the fight for natural resources. The South China Sea is believed 
to have vast amounts of oil reserves, approximately seven billion barrels, as well as 900 
cubic feet of natural gas. The presence of natural resources holds great economic 
opportunity to the countries surrounding the South China Sea, especially for less 
economically developed countries such as Malaysia, Philippines, and Vietnam. However, 
in December 2012, China had already claimed one of the oil sites and named it to be the 
main offshore site for natural gas production, and had already began drilling. In 
response, India and Vietnam partnered up to drill in that region as well. Many of the 
disputes revolve around the respective countries’ oil vessels as well. In June 2011, 
Vietnam accused a Chinese fishing boat of cutting the cables from an oil exploration 
vessel within Vietnam’s EEZ. In May 2014, Chinese vessels fired at a fleet of 
Vietnamese ships that had allegedly approached Chinese drilling rigs near the Paracel 
Islands. This even subsequently affected Vietnam’s stock market, and Vietnam 
experienced economic repercussions.  

The matter of the overlap between China’s nine-dash line and EEZs is pertinent for oil. 
Reed Bank is believed to hold large reserves of oil and natural gas, and genuinely lies 
within Philippine’s EEZ. Reed Bank is valuable to Philippines because the nation’s 
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current main source of gas could potentially run out in the near future. However, in 
accordance to the nine-dash line, Reed Bank is part of China’s territory. The Philippine’s 
previous attempts to explore the bank was continuously hindered by China. In 2017, the 
Philippines hopes to continue drilling at Reed Bank without interference from China.  

Fishing 

Incidents regarding fishing have also been a key part of the conflict. As fishing supply is 
beginning to deplete, many fishermen began to move outwards into the disputed areas 
in hopes for more and rarer fish. The South China Sea harbors rich fishing grounds, but 
the civilian fishermen who wander into the disputed regions can face interference and 
violence from other countries’ naval forces. For example, in April 2012, Philippine’s naval 
forces intercepted eight Chinese fishing vessels in Scarborough Shoal and found that 
they had illegally fished in their region, thus leading to a two-month standoff between the 
two countries. According to the International Crisis Group, fishing bans and arrests on 
civilian fishermen can demonstrate a country’s sovereignty, and these presentations of 
power affect approximately 1.5 billion people whose livelihood depends on fishing.  

Trade 

Shipping and trade increased between China and ASEAN countries, using the South 
China Sea as a primary trade route. Approximately 50% of global oil tanker shipment 
and approximately USD$5 trillion worth of goods passes through the South China Sea. 
Additionally, more than half of the world’s top ten shipping ports is located near and in 
the South China Sea. This issue therefore holds equal gravity for countries that have 
trade interests within Asia, such as Japan, United States, and even the European Union. 
Therefore, freedom of navigation and innocent passage within the South China Sea is 
extremely important. China, whose exports depend on these trade routes, is unlikely to 
cause interruptions in traffic.  

Military 

The conflict has increased the militarization in the region, which increases the chances 
for a armed conflict that would cause disputes to be more difficult to resolve. To China, 
the South China Sea is an important naval power projection. Increased presence of 
other countries in the South China Sea has caused China to deepen its military buildup. 
The USA argues that China has completed three military bases in the South China Sea’s 
disputed regions, which allow China to deploy military assets to Spratly Islands at any 
time, posing a military threat to those who seek freedom of passage. There was a 
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dispute between USA and China, where the US warship USS John S McCain received 
radio warnings from a Chinese frigate for being within Chinese territory. However, China 
denies that it is militarizing the South China Sea.  

Other countries are also increasing their military presence. For instance, Vietnam and 
Malaysia have increased their military buildup, and increased arm trade with India and 
Russia. The Philippines increased their military budget, and have joined arms trade 
deals with the United States. In April 2014, Philippines stated that their largest warship, 
which is from the USA, was in a standoff with Chinese surveillance vessels after the 
Philippines ship had attempted to arrest Chinese fishermen.  

Japan 

The dispute between China and Japan mainly lie in the East China Sea between 
Senkaku Islands and the Diaoyu Islands. Both nations claim sovereignty to both of these 
islands, as they are close to important shipping lanes, and also hold rich resources for 
fishing, oil, and natural gas.  

In the South China Sea, Japan has been increasing their defense diplomacy with many 
other ASEAN countries, such as the Philippines and Vietnam, with increasing numbers 
of bilateral military exercises and agreements on military defense equipment. Japan has 
stretched its security partnership with Laos, Thailand, and Myanmar. While many view 
the presence of Japan in the South China Sea as adding to the conflict, Japan’s 
expansion can also be interpreted as a opportunity for greater cooperation with China. 
They are not actively taking sides on the conflict, but Japan’s interest in China’s actions 
within the South China Sea is indicative of their economic interests, as well as making 
sure that China upholds their part of international law.  

Cabinet Members  

Keqiang Li (Premier)  

 Premier Li has recently reiterated in Australia, a country in support of the 

Philippines, that China, despite its actions, is not militarizing the South China Sea. As the 
second in command for Chinese politics, Li claims that the limited amount of defense 
equipment or facilities are placed primarily for civilian purposes, and a number of 
Chinese troops are present only to maintain the freedom of navigation. The Premier 
welcomes all competing nations to negotiate with China and resolve the situation 
diplomatically. However, the Premier warns that outside influences, implicitly stating that 
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of the United States, should not be considered in any talks. In response to the several 
acts of “provocations,” notably the violation of Chinese territorial sea by aircraft carrier 
USS Cal Vinson and its battle group, Li suggested that China would strengthen its 
military to protect Chinese sovereignty and maritime interest. In regards to the tension 
between China and Japan on the same issue, Li has suggested for Japan to collaborate 
with China in extracting the wealth in South China Sea; nevertheless, Li insists full 
Chinese sovereignty in the disputed region. 

Shuxian Huang (Ministry of Civil Affairs)  

 The Ministry of Civil Affairs under Huang performs a different set of functions as 

compared to the conventionally known civil affairs. Prior to heading the Ministry, Huang 
was the deputy director of the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, more 
commonly known as the spy network that the Chinese government uses to review the 
loyalty of regional officials. Often viewed as a quiet and introverted character, Huang 
operates behind the scene to expose Xi’s political enemies in the name of corruption. 
The Xilai Bo incident is just one of many scandals that Huang had orchestrated. Since 
taking office in 2016, the Minister has brought his unique set of skills to the public 
sphere. Huang has actively suppressed and censored online materials that elaborated 
the wrongdoings of the Chinese government. Similarly, Huang has limited the 
development of several businesses on the basis that it contradicted with China’s political 
agenda.  

Wanquan Chang (Ministry of Defense)  

 Chang was the first among all Chinese officials to reject the ruling by the South 

China Sea Arbitral Tribunal, which grant Philippines the right to South China Sea. 
Minister Chang holds an aggressive stance on the disputed region. In the ASEAN 
Defense Ministers’ meeting in 2015, Chang conveyed the principle that the People’s 
Liberal Army was ready and able of initiating a war at sea especially when the 
sovereignty of the country was threatened. Since taking office in 2013, Chang has been 
the main man behind China’s rapid growth in military capabilities. He has overseen the 
commission of China’s first aircraft carrier, Liaoning, and the expansion of military 
presence in South China Sea. It can be expected that Chang would be the man urging 
for war if the situation ever rise to that intensity.  

Research Report Topic| Page !  of !  9 17



Shanghai Model United Nations XIX 2017 | Research Reports  

Shengkun Guo (Ministry of Public Security)  

 Guo enjoys some success in his partnership with the United States. The Minister 

planned the highest level of Joint Cyber Terrorism Talks ever held beween China and the 
United States in 2016, only to be interrupted by the Orlando Shooting that prevented US 
Secretary of Homeland Security to miss the fruitful dialogue. In terms of his approach to 
internal safety, Guo seems to take that stance that cooperation with the United States is 
necessary to ensure a secure environment for Chinese. Other than preferring direct 
military approach, Guo’s constant interactions with the US suggest that he favors a 
diplomatic solution. However, Guo does maintain the consistent attitude across Chinese 
officials that South China Sea undisputedly belongs to China.  

Yi Wang (Ministry of Foreign Affairs)  

 Perhaps the most active Minister of Foreign Affairs in Chinese history, Wang is 

the mastermind behind China’s official responses to the issues of the South China Sea. 
The Minister branded the ruling of Philippines v. China in the International Court of 
Justice as null and void, while rejecting any claims from Taiwan, a region in which he 
refuses to recognize as a nation. He is persistent that Chinese influence in the South 
China Sea is meant to maintain regional stability. Whereas Wang defended the need for 
arms forces in the region, he has actively collaborated with ASEAN to draft an 
agreement on the legitimate borders of the disputed sea. Success was reached when 
Philippines surrendered its hard stance on its claim for the South China Sea for an 
economic and business deal worth 24 billion USD. In addition to solving the internal 
dispute among the competing nations, Wang has actively advocated for all nations to 
reject any outside influence on this matter. The Minister identifies the United States as 
the major perpetrator of Chinese sovereignty and would collaborate with any nations to 
eliminate American imperialism.  

Jie Xiao (Ministry of Finance)  

 Xiao, as the Minister of Finance, holds the key to further Chinese military 

expansion in the South China Sea. Since taking office in 2016, Xiao has been accused 
of manipulating government budget numbers to cover up the outrageous number that 
China is spending on military. The Minister defended his position by stating that the 
budget is written with absolute transparency and that Chinese military spending is 

Research Report Topic| Page !  of !  10 17



Shanghai Model United Nations XIX 2017 | Research Reports  

merely one forth of that of American’s, suggesting that China could further delegate 
more capital into the military. Xiao, like the majority of the Chinese cabinet, does not feel 
much compassion for the United States. His last meeting with his American counterpart, 
Steven Mnuchin, resulted in a tense atmosphere.  

Weimin Yin (Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security)  

 Yin has not been the most popular Chinese official. The working class has 
heavily resisted his limited proposals on social security reforms and overly expensive 
and complicated programs. In fact, Yin started out as a successful official in the Ministry 
of Finance before being transferred to his current role. However, Yin is one of the most 
senior official in the current government ranks, first joined the Communist Party in 1973. 
Yin is strictly responsible for internal affairs and has relatively soft stance and finite 
influence in the current Chinese foreign diplomacy.  

Xiaopeng Li (Ministry of Transportation)  

 Li’s rise in the ranks of Chinese politics relied heavily on the reputation of his 
father, former Chinese Premier Peng Li. When the Politburo cracked down on the 
corruption scandal in ShangXi Province, Li, who at that time was held of office the 
Secretary of Province, was the only senior official to be acquitted. Prior to entering 
politics, Li was the CEO of China Huaneng Group Corporation, one of the largest state-
owned electric enterprises in China. As the Minister of Transportation, Li does not have 
direct associations with the South China Sea debate. However, as a former 
businessman, Li has been hoping to use his political experience as a springboard to 
obtain higher positions in the energy sector, namely the Minister of Land and Resources. 
The vast amount of resource natural resource beneath the South China Sea would be 
the key factor to Li’s support for the militarization of the region.  

Xiaochuan Zhou (People’s Bank of China)  

 Zhou is the Governor of People’s Bank of China, a position he held since 2002 

when Jiabao Wen was still the Premier. With a reserve of 3.2 Trillion USD, including 1.1 
Trillion USD wroth of U.S. Reserves, Zhou controls the biggest financial institution 
around the world. The Governor is indifferent with other Chinese politicians in terms of 
his approach to his South China Sea issues. Zhou sees the South China Sea as an 
economic dispute rather than a political one. He argues extensively that the United 
States, with their economy being contingent on performance of Chinese market, an are 
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which, by himself controls, does not have the financial capability to stop any Chinese 
military actions in the disputed region. While never being an explicit advocate for a 
militarized South China Sea, Zhou does imply that China would not be disadvantaged, 
either politically or economically, if it chooses to obtain regional hegemony.  

 Jun Zhang (Ministry of Justice)  

With President Xi’s extensive effort to curtail the power of his political enemies, 
Zhang has become one of Xi’s most reliable aids in terms internal disputes. Having been 
in China’s judicial system since 1985, Zhang is one of the most senior members of the 
judiciary branch. He has recently handled several high profile cases, namely the 
notorious Xi Bo incident. Zhang is highly critical of the United States’ involvement in the 
issue of South China Sea. The Minister of Justice has spoken regularly about China’s 
absolute sovereignty over the South China Sea and warned against any unrelated 
nations supporting Philippines or Taiwan on the matter. However, Zhang has maintained 
the stance that only through peaceful negotiations could the issue be solved.  

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event

2009 China submitted map to the UN of the nine-dash line

2011
Vietnam accused Chinese fishing boat of cutting cables from a 
Vietnamese  
oil exploration vessel inside its EEZ. 

2011
Japan and Philippines become strategic partners. 

April 2012

Philippine’s naval forces intercepted eight Chinese fishing 
vessels in Scarborough Shoal who illegally fished, leading to a 
two-month standoff  
between China and Philippines.
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Important Pieces of Domestic Legislation  

Maritime Law of the People’s Republic of China  
Law of People’s Republic of China of the Territorial Sea  
1984 Maritime Traffic Safety Law 

Possible Solutions 

 One of the possible solutions is to have ASEAN strengthen its role in resolving 
disputes, whether this be drafting new legislations similar to the six-point statement 
drafted in July 2012. This would outline and implement a regional code of conduct, and 
require the signatories to uphold international law, and practice self-restraint.  
 Countries can implement joint management of resources, fisheries, scientific 
research, as well of the preservation and protection of the marine environment. For 
example, China and Vietnam have a joint fishery zone in the Tonkin Gulf.  
 Solving the root of the problem would have to entail determining maritime 
boundaries in the South China Sea, and whether or not terrirotial boundaries should 

July 2012
ASEAN produced an official six-point statement that drafted a 
Code of Conduct within the South China Sea

December 2012
China dispute with Vietnam over oil and fishing activity in waters 
near the Paracel Islands. 

2012
New Chinese passports were issued that contained the nine-
dash line boundary.

2013
Philippines seeks international arbitration in the UN Hague 
headquarters to declare that China’s claims of sovereignty on the 
South China Sea are illegal and invalid.

May 2014
Chinese vessels fired at Vietnamese fleet that had allegedly 
approached Chinese drilling rigs near the Paracel Island.

2016
Tribunal ruled in favor of the Philippines to find that China has no 
historical rights to the South China Sea.

Research Report Topic| Page !  of !  13 17

http://www.lawinfochina.com/display.aspx?lib=law&id=191
http://www.npc.gov.cn/englishnpc/Law/2007-12/12/content_1383846.htm
http://www.npc.gov.cn/englishnpc/Law/2007-12/13/content_1383972.htm


Shanghai Model United Nations XIX 2017 | Research Reports  

overlap with other counties’ respective EEZs.  It is also important to separate the 
disputes between countries from affecting the civilians.  
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