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Introduction 

According to the Global Terrorism Index, Religious extremism has become the main causes of 
terrorism in the recent years. The ongoing attacks by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and the 
Pakistani Taliban are two well known examples of religious extremism and terrorism in the world Today. 
These groups, among with many others, are known to be motivated by a twisted religious ideology and 
factors to initiate attacks on innocents. Such violence is increasing significantly over time jeopardizing 
the stability of many states.  

A U.S State Department’s 10th Country Report on 
Terrorism provides an inflection point. The report 
covers around 90 countries and identifies numerous 
terrorist organizations present all over the globe. The 
report identifies a trend of terrorist violence driven by 
sectarian motivations. It highlights the example of the 
Syrian conflict of how it has attracted numerous 
extremist fighters by citing the need to protect their 
communities and religious sites from attacks from one 
another. The report also notes that civilians tend to 
suffer the most from sectarian attacks. The report also 

increases the concern of American and European security agencies that numerous foreign fighters will 
return home with a violent worldview and perspective. Furthermore, the report also indicates that the 
structures of Al Qaida have been degraded, however the issue of sectarian attacks have not been 
addressed.  
 According to John Arguilla and David Ronfeldt, two well known American analysts and academics 
of international relations, these non-state terrorist organizations seek to gain advantages by centering 
themselves around a particular faith or religion. Additionally, they also seek to worsen social cleavages 
and prejudices to expand and advance their religious-political agenda. These organizations establish a 
flag of piety and a twisted ideology as a means of justifying their atrocities. 
 There is no doubt that this issue proposes a vexing challenge for many member states. 
Delegates should work to develop specific, comprehensive, and coordinated strategic approaches to 
combat this issue. It would be highly recommended for delegates to start off by urging member nations 
to increase funding for fieldwork grants and include messaging on the importance of religious freedom 
and tolerance in strategic communications programs.  
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 Another approach that delegates could take would be urging member nations to reform domestic 
policies and laws that place restrictions or limitations on the free practice of religion. This is because 
such restrictions will result in the increase of violations and instability. Many nations have made martyrs 
out of extremists and created grievances that encourage strikes. This was noted in the United States 
Department’s country reports where they noted this specific dynamic in reference to numerous central 
Asian states such as Tajikistan.  Tajikistan is a perfect example of governments limiting religious freedom 
– such as banning women and minors from attending mosques –  trigger violent reactions from the 
civilian population.  
 Lastly, delegates should try to develop solutions regarding improving the training and education 
for police forces in many LEDCs. Delegates should push for the creation of a specialist division where 
the sole purpose is to combat religious extremism and terrorism.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Religious Extremism  

is uncritical zeal or with an obsessive enthusiasm related to one's own, or one's group's, devotion to 
a religion – a form of human fanaticism which could otherwise be expressed in one's other involvements and 
participation, including employment, role, and partisan affinities. 

Netwar Concept  

The rise of networks means that power is migrating to nonstate actors, because they are able to 
organize into sprawling multiorganizational networks (especially “all-channel” networks, in which every 
node is connected to every other node) more readily than can traditional, hierarchical, state actors. This 
means that conflicts may increasingly be waged by “networks,” perhaps more than by “hierarchies.” It 
also means that whoever masters the network form stands to gain the advantage.  

Sectarian Violence  

Sectarian violence and/or sectarian strife is a form of communal violence inspired by sectarianism, that 
is, between different sects of one particular mode of ideology or religion within a nation/
community. Religious segregation often plays a role in sectarian violence. 

Background Information 

 For nearly the past two decades our international community has strive towards prioritizing the 
issue of combatting religious extremism. Additionally, many member states have increased its efforts in 
addressing the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism and to take measures to ensure respect 
for human rights (the rule of law) as a fundamental basis for the fight against terrorism. Additionally many 
member states have collaborated together in the creation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism strategy 
that still continues to strengthen and make the best possible use of the capacities of the United Nations 
in the divisions such as conflict prevention, negotiation, mediation, conciliation, judicial settlement, rule of 
law, peacekeeping, and peacebuilding.  
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 Additionally, many states participating in the OSCE have recognized that they cannot limit 
themselves to traditional military and law enforcement responses in order to mitigate the threat of 
terrorism to the maximum extent possible in the long term. Through the adoption of the OSCE Bucharest 
plan for Combating Terrorism, several member states have highlighted the need to address “the various 
social, economic, political,” factors, not forgetting violent separatism and extremisms which engender 
conditions in which terrorist and religious extremist organizations can gain support.  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United States of America   

 Since August 2011, the United States has announced its counter-radicalization strategy. It was 

devised to address the different forces of influences that drive people living in America to hold radical or 
extremist beliefs that may compel them to commit terrorism. This is the first such strategy for a federal 
government to combat religious extremism. The strategy addresses the radicalization of all types of 
potential terrorists in the US and focuses on those inspired by ISIS and Al Qaeda. To find more 
information regarding this strategy delegates should find the document titled “Strategic Implementation 
Plan for Empowering Local Partners to Prevent Violent Extremism in the United States,” which was 
released by the Obama administration in the same year.   

Russia   

 Russia has an anti-extremist legislation that consists of the Federal Law directly countering all 

extremism activity. This is done specifically in the provisions of the Russian Federation Code and the 
Code of Administrative Violations of the Russian Federation and relevant norms such as laws that 
regulate public associations, religious activities, and public gatherings. Russia distinguishes “terrorism” 
from “extremism” being that the former involves violent acts and pursues of specific goals of violating 
public security and population. According to several official statements, the necessity to fight terrorism 
was the main reason for the development for this specific legislation. However, it must be taken into 
account that many Russian legal observers have stated that it cannot meet this purpose due to the 
problems with its enforcement leading to a lost of public trust in the anti-extremist legislation and the 
government’s ability to fight extremism. A report of illegal application of anti-extremist legislation in 
Russia surfaced in 2012, where the SOVA Center stated that although religious organizations constituted 
the majority of the those previously accused of committing crimes under such extremism laws, social 
activists and opposition politicians have become a recent target of the police and law enforcement for 
using the extremism law to punish these people. Thus, the legislation still remains a highly controversial 
topic today.  

Tajikistan  
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 About 90% of Tajikistan is Muslim, many of which are followers of the Hanafi school of Islam. The 

practice of Islam in the country belies a history of tense and conflicting state-society relations. IT has 
become a home to a legal Islamic political party. The government is comparatively open in terms of their 
religious environment however, they have not precluded isolated acts of violent Islamist extremism. It is 
also extremely important to note that the country’s government is levying charges of violent Islamic 
extremism against locally-based paramilitary organizations. Tajikistan has constantly scored poor in 
international organizations’ assessments of both civil and political rights. The country has suffered 
heavily from numerous accounts of violation of human rights. The Rahmon government has banned 
several Islamic groups from forming in Islam and as of 2011, any Tajiks under the age of 18 are banned 
from participating in any form of religious activity. According the the Tajikistan VEI Assessment report, it 
is very likely that Islamic extremism stems from Tajikistan due to the high political dissatisfaction 
regarding the freedom of religion.  

Jordan  

 Four gunman carried out a series of attacks in Jordan since the beginning of December 18th, 

2016. Ever since then the Jordan government has ramped up and advanced its military campaign 
against ISIS with the support of the United States. According to numerous experts, Jordan’s Islamist 
groups are increasing rapidly and are also becoming increasingly violent. It is estimated that Jihadi 
groups had about 9-10,000 Jordanian supporters. In 2014, Jordan arrested 200-300 Islamist militants 
and prevented 25 radical preachers from delivering extremist sermons. According to the UNRWA (United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency), Jordan is home to more than 2 million registered Palestinian 
refugees where many Palestine liberation organizations and its member nations have used Jordan as a 
base of terrorist attacks against Israel during the course of history. Additionally, since Jordan’s treaty with 
Israel in the recent years, there have been countless protests within the country. Lastly, delegates should 
research upon “The Muslim Brotherhood,” which is Jordan’s oldest political movement which has been a 
non-violent organization (although they did support Palestinian violence against Israel).  

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event

January 7, 2010 Nag Hammadi Massacre 

March 8, 2010 Lahore Suicide Bombings

January 5, 2012 Baghdad Suicide Bombings

July 2, 2013 Kabul Suicide Bombings

January 17, 2014 Train Bombings in Rajanpur

November 6, 2015 Melee Attack.
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

• Threats the International Peace and Security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/63/10) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/89/11) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/88/11) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/83/12) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/2251/15) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/2252/15) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/2249/15) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts - Preventing terrorists from 

acquiring weapons (S/RES/2370/17) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/2354/17) 
• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (S/RES/2341/17) 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy 
10 years ago, the United Nations General Assembly has adopted “The Global Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy” which is a unique global instrument that enhances national, regional, and international efforts 
to counter terrorism. Member states have agreed the first time to a common strategic and operational 
approach to fight terrorism to send a clear message that terrorism is unacceptable in all forms as well as 
to coordinate the United Nation’s counter-terrorism activities.  

Researching Solutions to Violent Extremism (RESOLVE) 
International stakeholders launched the Researching Solutions to Violent Extremism (RESOLVE) 
Network in September during a summit held in the United Nations General Assembly in New York. The 
goal of the Network is to generate, facilitate, aggregate, and synthesize methodologically sound, locally 
informed research on the drivers of vulnerability and sources of resilience to violent social movements 
and extremism. 

Violent Extremism and Radicalization that lead to Terrorism – A Community Policing 

Approach (VERLT) 

August  10, 2016 Ontario attempted Bombing

March 6, 2017 Al Shabaab Bombing 

August 18, 2017 TKK Attack 
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This was developed by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and the 
OSCE Secretariat Transnational Threats Department (TNTD), where member nations participate in this 
initiative to combat violent extremism through the measures of developing co-operative, community-
oriented approaches to counterterrorism, as well as countering violent extremism and radicalization that 
lead to terrorism. The report on VERLT serves elaborate upon the necessary measures taken by 
members states in order to prevent and combat the issue of religious extremism.  

Possible Solutions 

 Firstly, delegates should work towards creating an organization that will catalyze collaboration 
between various organizations and individuals around the world to leverage locally informed research 
and to identify effective responses to religious extremism. Furthermore, this organization should support 
the aggregation and synthesis of data of the best practices and tools to address religious extremism 
through a shared Knowledge Platform. Additionally, it is also important to ensure that the organization 
will facilitate the development of a shared research agenda in response to policymakers’ and 
practitioners’ needs to address the issue of religious extremism. 
 Secondly, the delegates should strive to come up with solutions that include the partnering with 
local leaders within each member state, whether those are government workers, tribal heads, or even 
NGOS. This is because such partnerships can address the roots of instability within the communities 
where both violent and religious extremism exist. Earning the trust of local leaders will help bridge the 
gap between both the organizations and communities that member states are serving. Over time such 
leaders could potentially provide intelligence regarding extremist groups and extremists’ initiatives. Even 
past UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon had stressed heavily on the issue of instability within member 
nations being a root cause of violent extremism. 
 Thirdly, delegates should come up with strategic solutions that will help counteract the issue of 
radicalization. Radicalization is not a threat to society if it is not connected to violence or other non-law 
related acts such as incitement to hatred. However, terrorist radicalization is a dynamic process where 
an individual comes to accept the terrorist violence as a possible and legitimate course of action. Thus, 
countering radicalization requires both a comprehensive and sophisticated response. These responses 
should include both effective criminal-justice measures in compliance to international human rights and 
the declaration of human rights against those who incite others to terrorism or seek to recruit others for 
terrorist acts. Indeed, there are numerous issues relevant but not specific towards terrorism that need to 
be addressed without undue bias. 
 Lastly, delegates should come up with solutions that involve the support of society –  civil society 
and businesses – to counter this particular phenomenon. Over the past few decades many states have 
already exhibited the benefits and usefulness of such joint efforts in the form of public-private 
partnerships in countering terrorism.  
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